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ATHENS PLEASE PASS TO RTDO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, IZ 
SUBJECT: NFPA TEAM VISIT 

REF: (A) USDOC 9718, (B) 76 BAGHDAD 1889. 

1 . GENERAL COMPANY FOR THE IMPORT OF STEEL AND 
TIMBER (GECIST) HAS SO FAR NOT GIVEN COMMERCIAL 
ATTACHE APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS PROSPECTIVE NFPA 
IOGA. GIVEN PAST RELUCTANCE OF GECIST TO DEAL WITH 
AMERICANS, WE DOUBT IT WOULD GIVE SUPPORT NECESSARY 
TO ORGANIZE 8-10 MEMBER IOGA, AND THUS WE 
RECOMMEND AGAINST FULL NFPA IOGA VISITING IRAQ. 

2. WE REITERATE, HOWEVER, THAT ONE OR TWO NFPA 
MEMBERS, VISITING IRAQ AS PRIVATE BUSINESSMEN, COULD 
OPEN WAY IN GECIST FOR LATER SALES AND TRADE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PROMOTION EVENTS. THIS SMALLER TEAM SHOULD 
PLAN ON SPENDING THREE OR FOUR WORKING DAYS 
IN BAGHDAD. 

3. WE WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR APPOINTMENT 
WITH GECIST OFFICIALS TO DETERMINE POSSIBLE 
INTEREST IN U.S. WOOD AND TIMBER PRODUCTS. 
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